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Dorset and East Devon Coast

95 miles of coast… 
185 million years of history.

The Jurassic Coast boasts both wild natural beauty and varied 
seaside havens to explore and enjoy. The rocks along the coast 
allow us to immerse ourselves into deep time and to travel back 
to the age of giant marine reptiles and dinosaurs.

This unique place is part of the global family of natural and 
cultural World Heritage Sites that together illustrate our history, 
identity, and relationship with nature. These sites belong to all 
of us and are protected for future generations.

The Jurassic Coast Trust cares 
for this extraordinary coastline 
and brings it to life for 6 million 
visitors each year through a range 
of learning and conservation 
activities. We want people 
to engage with, and directly 
experience, the ever-changing heritage landscape and encourage 
everyone to look after it with us. We are a charity and you can 
help support the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site by donating 
or giving your time as a volunteer: www.jurassiccoast.org/donate

Watch out for mudflows
They can look deceptively like the beach. 
Be aware of shelving beaches and large 
waves, especially in rough weather.

The best place to find fossils 
is on the beach
Look for loose fossils trapped between 
boulders and among pebbles on the shoreline.

Enjoy the Jurassic 
     Coast safely 

     jurassiccoast.org/ 
enjoysafely

Know your tides
Always go fossil collecting 
or beach walking on a falling tide.

Beach Safety & Fossil Collecting This leaflet is proudly supported by
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Rockfalls can, and do, happen at any time.
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 Visitor Centres & Museums
Bridport Museum     	 DT6 3NR       	 01308 458703
Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre          	 DT6 6LL         	 01297 560772
Dorset County Museum, Dorchester       	 DT1 1XA        	 01305 262735
Durlston Castle Visitor Centre       	 BH19 2JL      	 01929 424443
Fairlynch Museum, Budleigh Salterton 	 EX9 6NP	 01395 442666
Fine Foundation Chesil Beach Centre   	 DT4 9XE        	 01305 206191
Fine Foundation Marine Centre Kimmeridge    	 BH20 5PF     	 01929 481044
Honiton Museum     	 EX14 1PG     	 01404 44966
Lulworth Cove Visitor Centre    	 BH20 5RQ     	 01929 400587
Lyme Regis Museum        	 DT7 3QA        	 01297 443370
National Trust West Dorset Office		  01297 489481
Portland Museum    	 DT5 1HS        	 01305 821804
Royal Albert Memorial Museum 
& Art Gallery, Exeter	 EX4 3RX	 01392 265858
Seaton Jurassic	 EX12 2WD	 01297 300390
Sidmouth Museum             	 EX10 8LY      	 01395 516139
Studland Beach Visitor Centre     	 BH19 3AX     	 01929 450500
Swanage Museum & Heritage Centre     	 BH19 2LJ      	 01929 421427
The Etches Collection – 
Museum of Jurassic Marine Life	 BH20 5PE	 01929 270000
Wareham Town Museum 	 BH20 4NS     	 01929 553448

 Tourist Information Centres
Axminster      	 EX13 5AQ     	 01297 34386
Bournemouth           	 BH2 5AA     	 01202 451781
Bridport          	 DT6 3LF        	 01308 424901
Budleigh Salterton 	 EX9 6NG 	 01395 445275
Christchurch             	 BH23 1AS     	01202 471780
Discover Purbeck      	 BH20 4LR     	 01929 552740
Dorchester    	 DT1 1BE        	 01305 267992
Exeter  	 EX1 1GF 	 01392 665700
Lyme Regis   	 DT7 3BS        	 01297 442138
Ottery St Mary 	 EX11 1BZ 	 01404 813964
Poole                          	 BH15 1BW     	01202 262600
Seaton           	 EX12 2WD     	01297 300390
Sidmouth      	 EX10 8XR     	 01395 516441
Swanage       	 BH19 1LB      	01929 422885

Travel Information
The map of Jurassic Coast bus routes is given 
as a guide. Please check all public transport 
details at www.travelinesw.com or call 
0871 200 22 33 before travelling.

There are direct and regular train links from London 
and Bristol to the Jurassic Coast. 

For more information about how to access and get around 
the Jurassic Coast visit: www.jurassiccoast.org/travel

Fossils of the Jurassic Coast
This book takes you on a journey through time 
as it explores the unique fossil record of the 
World Heritage Site. Fully illustrated with colour 
photographs, it will help you explore the stories 
of the coast for yourself. 

You can buy a range of Jurassic Coast books, 
guides, maps and tickets to events from our 
online shop: www.jurassiccoast.org/shop

Time Travel in East Devon
Visit Seaton Jurassic for the perfect family day out. 
Become a time traveller and unravel the story of 
the Jurassic Coast. Join a Victorian explorer on 
a journey through prehistoric worlds in a 
steampunk time ship.

Youth Hostel Association 
YHA offer affordable accommodation for groups, 
families and individual wanting to experience the 
best of the Jurassic Coast. 
www.yha.org.uk
For booking and information call: 01629 592700

Step back in time with Jurassic Skyline
Enjoy a unique perspective of the Jurassic Coast. 
Offering unrivalled panoramic views of the 
breathtaking coastline, this unique experience 
brings to life 185 million years of history.
www.jurassicskyline.com
For booking and information call: 0871 282 9242

Catch the Stagecoach bus service 9/9A to access the East Devon part of 
the Jurassic Coast, including the fossil mecca of Lyme Regis. Stagecoach 
offers a frequent, reliable and comprehensive service, on smart, 
modern, accessible buses.

www.stagecoachbus.com

Plan your adventure at: www.seatonjurassic.org

Go Jurassic! Rangers
Go Jurassic! is the 
club for young fans 
of the Jurassic 
Coast’s fossils and 
dinosaurs, aimed at 
children aged 4 to 11.

All proceeds from Go Jurassic! Rangers go to the 
Jurassic Coast Trust to support education and 
conservation projects on the Jurassic Coast. 
Find out more and sign up at: www.jurassiccoast.org/gojurassic
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Boat Trips	     
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Viewpoint (Please note, some 
viewpoints can only be reached on foot)
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National Trail
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Nearby Walk
Take in the rich wildlife of the Isle of Purbeck as 

you discover dramatic cliff quarries such as Dancing 
Ledge and Winspit on the South West Coast Path.

The Triassic Period The Jurassic Period The Cretaceous PeriodThe Geological Timeline 250 million years ago 200 million years ago 145 million years ago 65 million years ago

Nearby Fossil Interest
Triassic beasts at Sidmouth Museum 

and Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter.

Nearby Walk
The South West Coast Path guides you 
through the hidden chasm of the Hooken 
Landslide to the picturesque village of 
Branscombe.

Nearby Walks
At 191 metres, Golden Cap is the highest 
point on the south coast of England and 
offers a magnificent vista over Lyme Bay. 
The cliffs you can see from here record 
the entire Jurassic period. 

West Bay Pier is the perfect place to 
view the golden sandstone cliffs of 
West Bay and Burton Bradstock which 
were laid down in shallow tropical seas, 
180 million years ago.

Nearby Walk
Experience the stunning diversity of Purbeck's scenery by 
walking through the Lulworth Ranges. Check for opening times.

Nearby Fossil Interest
The World’s Biggest Bite, a giant pliosaur 

skull and jaws, at Dorset County Museum in Dorchester. 

Nearby Fossil Interest
Fossil starfish at Bridport Museum.

Sandy Beaches 
and Triassic Deserts

Here you will find the oldest rocks 
of the Jurassic Coast, notable for 

their distinctive red colour. Jump on 
a bus to visit this section of the coast. 
Stagecoach takes you to all the main 
locations. Combine the bus with a boat 
trip from Exmouth to Sidmouth for the 
best views of the stunning sea stacks of 
Ladram Bay. These red rocks were formed in a 
Triassic desert between 250 and 230 million 
years ago. There are sandy beaches at 
Exmouth and Sandy Bay.

Landslide Wilderness 
and History that Rocks  

Travel through time at Seaton 
Jurassic to learn about the 

story of the Jurassic Coast. Explore 
the wild and rugged Undercliffs 
National Nature Reserve. Visit the 
pretty village of Beer and learn about 
its quarrying history at Beer Quarry 
Caves or the Beer Heritage Centre 
on the beach.

The Birthplace of 
Palaeontology

Walk in the steps of famous 
scientists and find your own fossils 

on the beaches at Charmouth and Lyme 
Regis. Book on to a guided fossil walk 
with Lyme Regis Museum or Charmouth 
Heritage Coast Centre to learn more 
about how fossils unlock 
the Earth’s history.

The Great Beach and an Isle of Stone
Visit the Fine Foundation Chesil Beach Centre to learn more about 
this 18 mile long natural barrier beach, as well as the wildlife which 

lives in and around the Fleet Lagoon. Explore Portland and uncover 
the history of quarrying that has a legacy stretching 
around the world.

A Landscape Laboratory 
and Unique Fossils  

Lulworth Cove and Durdle Door are probably the 
most iconic and well known of the Jurassic Coast’s 

many breath-taking landmarks. A walk between the 
two offers spectacular views. Further east, discover the 
hidden secrets of Kimmeridge at The Etches Collection 
- Museum of Jurassic Marine Life which displays a 
collection of the finest fossil specimens ever found in 
the Kimmeridgian Clay, including species new to science.

Wild Walks and 
Cretaceous Chalk 

Durlston Country Park has 
wonderful views, regular 

dolphin sightings and a Victorian 
folly castle turned visitor centre. 
The coast from Durlston Head to Handfast Point 
records the entire 80 million years of the Cretaceous 
period. The sheer faced, white chalk sea stacks of 
Old Harry Rocks can be viewed from land or sea and 
mark the eastern end of the Jurassic Coast World 
Heritage Site. The best way to see them is by 
taking a boat trip from Poole or Swanage.


